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THE CATHOtMJ IAYMAN! 
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nribRBiisDtTed 'witlioat niakiilg Ttstftntion, it will go htsri 
m itu tli an-if thgy do not find nteaiui to gratify him. And' 
ikilkis way, thay protarve aii theii' Mends and defend them- 
saltiea ^ihst aU t^eir eneimies;'' f6r, if they are reproached' 
Tritll. their extrema laxity, fortfl\nth they produce to the 
pnUit their austere directors, with some books which they 
bsra-written on the severi^ of ttie Christian code of morals ; 
aarl simple people, who ch>ilOt look below the snrface of 
thiol;!,, are qmtB satisfied wiA these proofs of the falsity of 
tha »ccng,tion."^-Provhictal Lettors, letter 5. 

Such \9 the account given by this pious and eloquent 
Bom^n Catholic of the reasons which induced the Jesuit 
hoif to tolerate among them two such opposite schools of 
moral teachers. Pascal never dreamed of making his 
irfaDle Church answerable for the doctrines which he be- 
licrred to be confined to one of its religions orders. Bat if 
h^ had lived to our day, and if he had seen that, daring the 
lentury and a half which has since elapsed, the doctrines 
aigBinst which ho remonstrated have found in his Church 
liosts of plausible defenders, while no Pope has interfered 
to Condemn them, we know not how he could have re- 
ise^aed from pushing his concluaons somewhat further 
than he advanced them. The explanation he has given, 
at least, shows reasons why it is exceedingly convenient 
diac there should be, in the Romish body, divines to suit 
all Consciences — ^rigid moralists for the pious, and lax 
eosaistB for the thonghtlesa and ungodly. Those, then, 
who reject this explanation, are bound to provide some 
other. If it be not motives of ■worldly policy which have 
k^ the Pope silent, what, then, is the reason why he has 
never employed his infallibility to decide the important 
pnuctical questions on which so many Roman Catholic 
divines are totally at variance among themselves ? 

Whatever be the reason, it causes us considerable em- 
barrassment in our attempt to discuss the moral teaching 
of the Church of Borne. If we want to discuss her opi- 
nions on a hundred points of speculation, we hare decrees 
of Popes and councils to refer to, and can tell with cer- 
tainty what the authoHtative teaching of the Church is. 
But on questions of morals she has absolutely nothing 
ftted or settled, and her divines assert or deny as it suits 
their own convenience. And, accordingly, the adversaries 
of that Church are quite at a loss to know what it is they 
have to contend against. 

• ' In this uncertainty, we are sure that we do the Church 
of Rome no injustice in selecting St. liiouoRi, as the re- 
presentative of her moral teaching. His work on " Moral 
Tileology," professes to steer a middle course between the 
Wttrcmes of severity and laxity ; and his success in the 
fexeeotion of his plan has been attested by the highest 
Mlhority. In the year 1803, when Liguori was a candidate 
for beatification, all his works came under the examination 
at (be Sacred Congregation of Bites, who decreed that in 
all the writings of Alphonso de Lignori, severely examined 
according to the discipline of the Apostolic Seat, there was 
found nothing wortlut of censure. Yfei have the testimony of 
M<msignor Artico, Prince Prelate of the Papal Honsehold, 
that this exainination was made with partlcnlar severity, 
ilttd that his system of morality had been more than twenty 
Mmes rigorously discussed by the Sacred Congregation, and 
fiiat in all their decisions the cardinals had agreed uoce 
concordi, unanimi consensu, und voce, und mente. Further, 
to the year 1831, Cardinal de Rohan-Chabot, Archbishop 
ofBesan9on, propounded the following questions for the 
oracular response (oracnlum requirit) of the Sacred Peni- 
tentiary : — 1. 'Whether a professor of sacred theology may, 
with safety, follow and profess the opinions which the blessed 
^phonso de Lignori professes in his " Moral Theology?" 
2. Whether a confessor should be disturbed for following 
iri the opinions of the blessed Alphonso de Lignori in the 
confessional, simply on the grounds that the holy Apostolic 
Se«( had declared that it found nothing in his works worthy 
of eensure? The answer given to the first question was in 
"the affirmative. Liguori's opinions might be followed and 
prtsfessed with safety. The answer to the second was in 
<Be negative. No such confessor was to be disturbed in his 
■iajtfrse. This decision was formally signed and dated, as 
-istbing from the Sacred Penitentiary, on 5ih July, 1831. 
litHnediately the Cardinal Archbishop wrote to his clergy, 
(Mniiring that the "judgment of Rome should be fully 
itdnered to, and that the opinions of the blessed Alphonso de 
Xtgnori should be followed and reduced to practice, all 
feubt whatever being thrown aside." Pope Gregory XVI. 
tJbnfirmed the decree in a few weeks, and, in 1839, Alphonso 
exchanged his title ftf blessed for that of saint. 

It is- not necessary for us to discuss a question which has 
fceen started by the IhtbRn Revievj, whether after all this 
Boman Catholics are at liberty to dispute the decisions of 
'St. Lignori. It is enough for us that they have shown no 
incfination to do so. iMany PfOtestants have objected to 
th« lax doctrines that Liguori has sanctioned; and eminent 
;B^an Catholic divines have replied. But not one of them 
feks attempted to throw Liguori overboard. They all 
'l*cept and defend his conclusions. If, then, Liguori is 
-Wrong, he ha» certainly led with hitn into error the ma- 
jority of the bishops and teachers of his Church ; and it is 
»h<*ediWe that, if the Pope believed Lignori to be wrong, 
la would remain silent while he saw his clergy giving 
f*!micions instruction to their people. We are sure, then, 
Aat we are doing the Church of Rome no injustice in 
identifying her teaching with Liguori's. If Lignori's 
IMehing be subversive of the plain principles of morality, 
•obody can excuse from blame the Church which has 



bestowed its highest honours upon him, and given so strong 
& sanetiea to h& doctrinea. Bat, before wa amei' into a 
particular examination of Lignori's work on '■'■ Moral 
Theology," wemu«tnotii»one or two preliminary (Ajoc- 
tion* which his defenders' bave advanced. 

It has been said tiat Lignori's " Moral Theology," and 
the other casuistical books we object to, are nmsty old Latin 
volumes which lay Boman Catholics never look into ; and, 
therefore, supposing even that they have not arrived at 
right conclusions in a few instances, this is a mere specu- 
lative question, and that their errors have done no great 
harm to anybody. The persons who have ma/le this ob- 
jection must have oovmted on very thoughtless readers. 
Any one who reflects for a moment that these books were 
written as manuals for confessors, must know that there 
are no books in a priest's library which are so constantly 
and regularly rednced to practice. The lessons given by 
the priest in his public addresses to his congr^ation may 
or may not be listened to ; but his private instructions 
in the confessional are certain of being attended to, and of 
producing a lasting impression. Now, though we cannot be 
present in the confessional to hear what instructions the 
confessors givetheirpenitents, yet we have in St. Liguori's 
works the means of learning the roles which guide the con- 
fessors, and of making ourselves acquainted with the 
lessons given to the penitents. No lay Roman Catholic 
needs to be at the trouble of consulting for himself the 
musty old Latin volumes in which the decisions of casuists 
are contained. He can have them related to him by his own 
priest as often as he chooses to present himself for confes- 
sion. If St. Lignori has made one single mistake, if he 
has, in any one instance, pronounced that to be innocent 
which the Gospel condemns, as sinful, it does not remain a 
mere speculative error. In thousands of confessionals the 
uneasy scruples of penitents are lulled to rest with the as- 
surance that the act which has caused them remorse has 
been pronounced, on sufficient authority, to be no sin at 
all. The penitents, with disburthencd consciences, go 
their way ; they feel no fear of committing the same act 
again themselves, and, if they are tolerably good-natured, 
will take care, too, to enlighten any of their friends who 
may not be so well informed as themselves. And so, in 
a short space of time, the whole public opinion of Romaii 
Catholic countries is infected, and the morality of Liguori 
supplants the morality of the Gospel. 

We think, then, that it is plain that the question is no 
speculative one ; and that if the " Moral Theology'^ of 
Lignori contain errors, it is of the greatest practical im- 
portance that these errors should be exposed. 

There is another objection which Dr. 'Wiseman has 
brought against taking Liguori as a type of Roman 
Catholic morality. But this involves too many important 
topics of discussion to be brought in at the end of an 
article. We shall, therefore, pause here, and resume the 
subject in another number. 



ST. BONAVENTUBA'S PSALTKE. 
OoK readers may recollect that in our number for January 
we presented them -with an imitation of the Te Deum, taken 
from a book published at Rome, in 1834, nnder the highest 
sanctions that the Roman Church supplies, entitled " Preci 

Quotidiane alia Madre di Dio," &c " Daily Prayers to 

the Mother of God to obtain a happy death ; taken from 
the Psalter of St. Bonavenlura."' We should, perhaps, 
state, for the sake of our Protestant readers, that Bona- 
ventura was bom in 1221, and died in 1274. He waa of 
the order of St. Praneis, Bishop of Albano, one of the six 
suffragans of Rome, and passed throi^b all degrees of 
ecclesiastical dignities, short only of the pontifical throne 
itself. Pope Clement IV., in 1265, offered to bim the 
Archbishopric of York, which he refused, and his successor, 
Gregory X., elevated him to the dignity of Cardinal 
Bishop. lie was canonized as a saint by Pope Sixtns IV., 
on 14U« April, 1482 ; was afterwards enrolled among the 
most illnstriotis doctors of the Church by another Bull of 
Pope Sixtns V., and his works are made the standard of 
their schools by the Franciscan order according to a decree 
of Pope Pitis V. ; in short, wa think we shall show that it 
is not possible for any human authority to give a more 
entire and unqualified sanction to the works of any human 
being, than the Chvirch of Rome has given to the writings of 
Bonaventnra. 

We stated frankly in onrformer article, that some eminent 
Boman Catholic authors had disapproved of this Psalter, 
and endeavoured to exonerate Bonaventura of its author- 
ship, and their Church of its adoption ; bnt informed our 
readers that its genuineness had been folly discussed and 
decided by a learned writer in our own country, the Rev. 
Robert King, in a pamphlet published by Grant and 
Bolton, Dublin, in 1840, and that its genuineness had, in 
fact, been fully sanctioned by the Church of Borne at the 
canonization of Bonaventura.t 

Having recently, however, been informed by a respected 
correspondent, that the authenticity of this " Psalter" has 



* Any one who wishes to get a copy of thu book at Rome should go 
direct In the pnbrisher, Maria!, No. 4, Piazza de Collegio Romano, 
M it Is not tile cnstom in Rome for booksellers to sell tlie pobiicatlons 
of one another, and they otken affect to he ignorant of the existence 
gf twoks which they do not publish theoisetves. 

t The Ball of canoniiation by Siitos IV., li given at lenjth la 
Bonaventura's works, torn, rll., p. 823. Lngdanl, ISSS. 



been lately again diepnted by an English Bomia- C*th^c 
ecclesiastic of high position in that Church, we areiodooMl 
to diink it ma/ be desirable to go a little furtherinto 6rpof< 
than we were able to do in our former article, especitUy t» 
we believe the same view has been adopted by other con-' 
scientious Roman Catholics, who, finding it impossible tw 
justify the daring impiety of ascribing to any creatnie, 
hovrever exalted, the praise due alone to the CieatOiy 
would therefore willingly believe that such an effosion Iia» 
never had the sanction of theu" Church, but has actually 
been repudiated by what they believe to be an " infallible' 
guide." 

The only " authority" to which we have been referred by 
onrcorrespondentinproofofthe assertion that the "Psalter 
of the Virgin" weis not really the work of St. Bonaventura 
is, the Rev Alban Butler's "Lives of the Fathers, Martyrs, 
and Saints," published in Dublin, in 1833, and reprinted- 
in London, in 12 vols., in 1847 — in a note to the 7th vol. 
of which latter edition, p. 161, there occurs the following 
passage : — " The Psalter of the Blessed Virgin is falsely 
ascribed to St. Bonaventnra, and unworthy to bear his 
name. — See Fabridus in Biblioth. med. letat., Bellarmine 
and Lahbe, de Script. Eccl., Nat. Alexander, Hist. Eccl. 
Sffic xiii." 

Here, it will be observed, four writers of the highest au- 
thority in the Roman Catholic Church are confidently re- 
ferred to as authorities for the position that the Psalter in 
question is " falsely ascribed to St. Bonaventnra, and un- 
worthy to bear his name ;" and that, not in an obscure pub- 
lication, but in a work most extensively circulated among 
Roman Catholics, and highly approved of by the Roman 
Catholic hierarchy.* 

If this statement be true, will our correspondent fa- 
vour us by procuring for our readers some expla- 
nation of the £ict, that a work condemned on such 
high authority as spurious, should be contained without 
the slightest hint aa to its real character, not only in 
the first printed edition of Bonaventura's works, Stras- 
burg, 1495, but in the Vatican edition, published at Rome, 
under the direct sanction of Pope Sixtus V., in 1588, in the 
Mentz edition, 1609, and also in that published in 1668, 
at Lyons (the place where St. Bonaventura himself 
died, and was buried) ; and how it comes to have been re- 
printed hundreds of times under his name, and translated 
into nearly every modem European language, as a " work 
of the most profound piety, worthy of the great genius of 
the seraphic doctor ;" and, above all, how it comes to pass 
that in Rome itself, where the Congregation of the Index 
so indefatigably plies its task of prohibiting and expur- 
gating works disapproved of by their Church, no less than 
ten editions of it, under the title of " Tribnto Quotidiano di 
affettuose preghiere e lodi per ciascun giomo della Setti- 
mana alia Immacolata Madre di Dio, tratte dalle opere 
del Seraf. D. S. Bonaventura," should have been published 
in modern It^ian, with the express approbation of the 
laiePope, Gregory XVI., between the years 1834 and 1844, 
to say notUng of subsequent editions daring the pteseut 
Pontificate? 

We believe we might assert that scarcely any work 
of " Roman Catholic piety" has been so frequently re- 
printed as this Psalter, or has been more vaunted as a 
master -piece of profound devotion. We may here, 
in support of this assertion, specify some of the 
editions of tiie "Psalter of the Blessed Virgin by St. 
Bonaventnra" which have, besides those already 
referred to, from time to time appeared, bearing the 
following dates:— Venetis, 1476; Argentina, 1495; 
Venet., 1504; BelnJE, 1521; Brixise, 1553 ; Ingolsfc, 
1593; Brixiae, 1596; Parisiis, 1596; Coeln., 1605; 
Valencenis, 1605; Genevra, 1606; Colon., 1608; 
Constantias, 1611; Ulisipone, 1611; Matriti, 1613; 
Gcnuae, 1616 ; Hispali, 1624; Matriti, 1625 and 1628; 
lasulis, 1659; Brux., 1672; Paris, 1677; Matriti, 
1697; Antv., 1700; Brux., 1701; Liege, 1702; Nen- 
hnsii, 1709 ; Rouen, 1823 ; and many subsequent, both 
in Latin, Italian, and French. 

Among some of the more recent editions, we may 
mention two several translations into French, one by 
Le B. P. J. Gallifet, Lyons, 1850, and the other by 
Henry de Riancey, Paris, 1852, from the preface to 
the latter of which we beg to give the following 
extracts: — 

" Of all the little works composed by St. Bonaven- 
tura in honour of the glorious Mother of God, and 
which breathe a piety so profound, and a doctrine so 
elevated and stire, there is none more celebrated than 
that which has for its title the Psalter of the 
Blessed Virgis Mart. 

"It is a collection of 150 Psalms suggested by the 
Psalms of David. Each Psalm b^ins by the same words 
as those of the royal Prophet ; the general sense of them 

• Both the editions of the '■ Lives of the Fathers. Saints," fitc, are 
sttreatyped; and the Dablin edition, R. Coyne, 4, Capel-street, 1833, 
has the fallowing approbation, signed by Archbishops Murray and 
UacHdle, and twenty-six other Roman Catholic bishops: — 

"Wa, the nudersigned Archbisliops and. Bisliops, liaving seen a 
stereotype edition of the' Lives of the Saints,* by tlie Rev. Alban Btttler, 
in 2 vols., royal 8vo, now published by RichnrJ Coyne, of Cupel- street, 
Dublin, and being satisfied of its conformity with the l-i-volnme 
edition of the same work, do most earnestly recommend the same to 
the clergy and laity of Ottr re^wctive dioceses. We assure them m 
the eicceiMng ntiltty of this most pious and learned composition, and 
are glad to express our most ardent desire that a copy of it wen 
placed in the hands of every family of the namerooi people committed 
to our care." 
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letitsde of ezpreaslon, and an admiMble poetar of 
ftoaflit and Uogoage. k.% the end of them are plaoed 
theCwtictes in imitation ofthoie of the Fropiieta, a 
S^aiii which answen to the Te D*tm, and a Creed like 
tiMttef St. Athanasina. All the ttithfnl seiTaDts of the 
Bietwd Virgin are aoqaainted with this boolc, and 
lecite with pleaaure theae prayers, which breathe so 
■w«et a cliarm and so toudung a aubtimity. We have 
fidlowed the order traced by the seraphic IXietor, and we 
iMTe applied onrselves to reprednoe, as much as lay in 
oar power, the simple and miucstic ezfireasoDs of that 

gnM saint. All that 

i» included in the present bo<^ is taken from St. 
Bonaveatnra. The more one stadiea this great geaios 
and those of his century, the more one is inspired 
with loTe and reneration toward their works, where 
Migns a fiith so ardent, a theology so luminous, and 
a piety so sanguine and so sweet ; we could propose 
for the Christians of our days nothing more worthy of 
them, than to borrow the learned and authorizad roioe 
of the illnstrioOB Doctor, so justly admired by our 
Fatbera, We beseech them to remember us in their 
prayers, and we lore to believe tlwt the Blessed Virgin 
](My, protectress of France, our patroness and our 
mother, will deign to cast a look of mercy upon this 
hnmble homage, a feeble echo of the work of one of the 
greatest Saints who devoted himself to sing her praises 1" 
— Passy, the Feast of the Compassion of the Holy 
Virgin, 1852.* 

Sordy, it matt sound strange to ears accustomed to 
fbe sonnd of " Catholic uail^," to hear what discordant 
voices proceed from their ecclesiastical guides touching 
the selfsaAie matter, and almost at the same moment in 
England and France. In England and Ireland the 
fiutbfol are solemnly counselled to believe that this oft- 
published work is "falsely ascribed to St. Bonaventura, 
and anw<urtby to bear his name." In France, "of all the 
vorks composed by this illustrious Doctor and greatest 
of Saints, thore is none more celebrated, none of a piety 
■D pnrfbund, or of a doctrine more elevated and sure, 
than that which has for its title the Psalter of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary I" 

To which side shall we incUne in this most perplex- 
ing contradicUon? We have the Rev. Alban Butler 
and the Irish Bnmih Catholic Bench of Bishops on the 
one side, uid the -voice of Boman Catholic Europe, 
during six centuries, upon the other I 

But we must not forget the great names referred to 
hy Mr. Butler in support of bis assertion ; and really 
ve do think, if it be true, as stated by the Bev, Alhan 
Bntier, that such leaned Boman Catholic writers as 
fabricins. Cardinal Bdlarmine, Philip Labbe, and Na- 
talis Alexander have pronounced this work spurious^ 
and unworthy of so great a man as Booaventura, it is 
■carcdy &ir, either to his memory or the unlearned 
worid, to whose devout attention il.has been so ofien 
MDomuieaded under the sanction of his name, that the 
eofilesustical authorities should not 1aterp6ic to sup- 
press, even at the eleventh hour, so audacious a fraud. 

The truth is, however, that the Bev. Alban Butler, 
fbongh the "learning and piety" of his " Lives of the 
Xathers," tia, was vouched for by the united signatures of 
all the Boman Catholic Bishops in Ireland in 1833, has 
•ignally failed, either in learning or piety, or both , in the 
present instance; for we have now to inform our readers 
that not one of the four eminent writers so confidently 
vefeired to by him — Fabricius, Bellarmine, Labbe, or 
Natalis Alexander — when treating of Bonaventura and 
fais writings, assert » that the Paaller of the Blessed Virgin 
mas not xrilten by Bonaventura. We have ourselves 
carefully consulted them all, and we think it will be 
fbuad impossible to point out one line in any one of the 
writers so flippantly referred to, which asserts that the 
Psalter of the Virgin was falsely ascribed to 8t Bona- 
rentora or was unworthy of his name. To facilitate 
our Boman Catholic friends in their search, we here 
•ubjoin, as is our usual practice, the exact refe- 
rences to volumes, pages, and editions, where such 
mention would probably be found, if any such passages 
really existed; and we hope that should any new edition 
of " the Lives of the Saints " be published in England, 
the compilers, before again stereotyping errors «0 fla- 
grant, will take the trouble to peruse the authorities to 
which they refer, and see whether their character for 
•• learning and piety'" will not be better promoted among 
Koman Catholic readers by expunging the note we 
have exposed, than by continuing to misrepresent dis- 
tinguished authorities to relieve themselves from a pre- 
«ent difficulty in arguing with Protestants.! 



• Tlie XjiAj Ptaltsr d Bouraatora b over and o'er sgain quoted u 
Us by St. AlphonK Liffuori in his *' Glories of Mary," as may b« seen 
liy my one who takes op the boolc— Sea the French edition, Paris, 
1S33 (tar which we are much iiidet»ted to a friend and correspondent), 
•p. 3«, 170, 27«, 274, »7«, »8», 191, «38, Ac, Ac We are intormed, 
•B good authority, that tke ■■PiaUer," and Ugnorl's "Glories of 
Jtsi7," are the most freqneatly ased derotioiial books at Rome ; afld 
those who are in the hki>lt o( TialtiOK Italian fsasiUca seldom enter a 
|K»llsa wltheat seeinjc them. 

t J. A. FabricU Bibliotlieca Latina tCedis et Indmc Mutia, tom. 
t, I>. *sa; raUril, 1T54; Robert Card. BeUarmin de Scriptoribas 
Bedealaitid^ p.204; Lngdnai, 1«1S; i>jU7i> £<iMe de Seriptortbos 
Bed. S. Belhrra. torn. vIL, p. 448; Venetiia. 1714 : HataUs Altx- 
emier Klat^rla Errisslsstlca, s. 141, torn. tU. Paris, 1714. One passage 
exists In Naislis AJaaaBdarwhidi la not retarrsdtQ by tilt B«T. Alban 



Aa we wisb^ howerar, to let this subject at rest in the 
minds of onr readcrt fix ever, we cannot doae this 
notice without bfieflly recurring to the Roman Catholic 
authors who hat* «ndeavoared to show that Bona- 
ventura was not the author of this celebrated produc- 
tion, and the reasons wbidh have induced us, as well aa 
the Roman CathoUc wodd in genenU, to hold the oppo- 
site opinion. 

Cwdinal Da Perron, in hisreply to King James I., pub- 
lished at Paris in IfiSO, ik the first who appears to have 
disputed its authenticity (though he admits he had 
never either seen or met with it), and the onfy reason he 
assigns for doing so is, that neither Trithemius nor 
Gesnerus make any mention of it.* 

This argument we shall answer by referring to another 
eminent Roman Catholic anthority, published at Paris 
in 1638, under royal authority, and with the appro- 
bation of the Dactors, the " Martyrologium Francis- 
canum a V. P. Aftnro a Monasterio Rothomagensis," 
July 14, sectim 10, &a,p. 289. 

"I know,* H^s Artnrus, "that King James of 
Great Britain, m the book, entitled * Triplici nodo tri- 
plex cuneus,' condemned, with much indignation, the 
Psalter of tite most Blessed Mary, put forth by St. 
Bonaventura himself (as is asserted by Bellarmine, 
Marcns Ulyssiponensis, Willot, Qalesius, Wadding, and 
Poireus), and expressed his horror at it, as if it were 
some impious production ; in which he was afterwards 
followed by some heretics raging with the same black 
malice, who were, however, vigorously met by the most 
iUostrious Cardinal Perron, Archbishop of Sens, in his 
reply to the King of Great Britain, and by Ignatius le 
Gaiilt, now Vicar-General and Apostolic Commissary 
of Gaul, who say that the work is, at all events, spu- 
rious and felsely atb'ibuted to St. Bonaventura ; far 
neither Trilhemius nor Gesner have made mention of it. 
But how futile this reasoning is, may be clearly seen iV'om 
the circumstance, that we are not bound to reject what- 
ever has been omitted or unnoticed by Trithemius and 
Gesner, when they are mentioned by others of the 
highest reputation. Wherefore the most illustrious 
Cardinal Bellarmine ingenuously confesses that it u the 
genuine work of the most holy Seraphic Doctor, and 
uses the following language in his learned apology for 
his answer to the book of the aforesaid King of Eng- 
land," &c., &c, ch. ii., vol. 7. 

The weakness of Cardinal Dn Perron's argument &om 
the silence of Trithemius and Gesner will appear in a still 
clearer light to any one who will take the trouble of con- 
sulting their original works, as we have done. Triliiemias 
ennmerates bat a part of the universally- admitted works 
of Bonaventimi, and does not even pretend to give the 
titles of the whole ;t on the contrary, he expressly adds 
that Bonaventura wrote other works than those he has 
ennmerated ; and as Trithemios published his catalogue 
of ecclesiastical writers in 1494, before the first edition of 
B<Hiarentara'8 works was published, and died in ISIS, 
seventy years before the Vatican edition was published by 
Pope Sixtns v., it is not at alksorprising that ho should 
never have met with his minor works, among which &e 
Psalter of the Virgin is. As to Gesner the same obser- 
vations may be made; he died at Zoirich, in 1566, also 
before the publication of the Vatican edition of Bonaven- 
tura's worts, and, moreover, was much more distinguished 
as a physician and naturalist than in any other capacity. 
His " Bibliotheca Universalis seu Catalogos Librorum," 
published at Zurich (Tigurinum), in 1545, torn, i., p. 286-7, 
under the title of " £ustachius ' (another name for Bona- 
ventura), merely follows Trithemios, adding in his very 
words, " Alia insuper notmuUa edidit, qucs ad notitiam 
meam non venerunt," showing that he did not pretend 
to be acquainted with all Bonaventora's writings. To 
ai^e from the mere sUence of such writers as Trithemius 
or Gesner, under such circamftonces, only shows bow hard 
Cardinal Dn Perron found it to give anv plausible ground 
for disputing the authority of this Psalter, when pressed 
with the character of its contents by King J'ames. 

The only other Roman CathoUc writer we need name is, 
Fr. Jo. Hyacinth Sbaralea, who published a supplement and 
corrections of Wadding's " Scriptores Ordinis Minorum," in 
1806, and objects to the Psalter as doubtful (p. 159), on the 
ground of certain strange and barbarotis phrases to be met 
within it. The principal ones of these, however, which he 
mentions, do not occur in the Psalter at all, but in the 
litanies annexed, and are not worse tliaa others to be foiud 
in works acknowledged to be genuine wwrks of Bonaven- 
tura by Sbaralea himself (as may be seen in Mr, King's 
book already referred to, p. 81) ; others are mere typo- 
graphical errors, which do not exist in the corrected 
edition (the Vatican); to say nothing of the difler- 
encein matters of taste between writers of the 13th and 
19th centuries, which alone would render such criticisms 
of scarcely any weight whatever. We candidly admit 



Batler, wlileh speaks of tlie Psalter as Iwlng tbe productloa otittfur 
St. BonarentBra or some otbar jnosK maa. £reo in that fsiss^ii b* 
by no means asserts it to be "tUaeiy ascribed to Bonaveatiirft, «r nn- 
woriliy of his name ;" on the contrary, lie apealu of It aa ** an exercise 
of tkiU andfUtf," which h« would aeareely bare done if be biul con- 
sidered it a spariooa wock, nnwortiir nt Bonaventora. This passage 
oocots not in S«c xlU^ voL vU., nndet tlie title Bonaventuia, bat in 
one of the diaaertaUona annexed to Sec. v., toL v., p. SSI, Paris 
Ed., 1714. 

• Bepllqne a la response da Boy d«lk6nBdBreti«ne. FsrlsMW. 
Pa«e974. 

t See BibUotliec* Ecd. Hambort, U1& F«(* 111, 



that two ia«pectabl« Protestant wriicn, Oudinos aaii 
Chemnitz, have urged thesame barbarisms and «xtrarramiC9 
as objections to the genuineness of the Psalter : bat wf^^bk' 
with Mr. King, that the wei(^ of authority is strong tto 
other way, and both Sbaralea and Oudians treat in nr Ipo 
arbitrary a maimer the works of St. Bonaventura, and 
cut off too much by wholesale, such as do not suit tbtir 
taste. If, indeed, all the works attributed to Bonaventnnk 
except one or two, were written in a pure and elegant stylo, 
the atjgoment might have some force, and the one or two 
be deservedly inspected ; but when these authors find 
it necessary to condemn as spurious such a mnl|i- 
tade of writings, one is tempted to thmk that 
the former ones might as well have been pronounced not 
his, on account of their disagreement in style with the 
numerous, ones which bear an inferior character.* 

If anything further were required to set the matter 
at rest, we think, as far as Boman Catholics are con- 
cerned, it is furnished by what they can scarcely deny 
to be authority, the Decretal F.pisUe of Pope Sixtus V. in 
1587, issued nearly simultaneously with the publication 
of the Vatican edition of Bonaventnra's works, published 
under Pope Sixtua's orders, and luperiateoded by the 
Cardinal CoDstantiusiSarnano, the sixth volumoofwhieb 
contains the Psalter in fall, pp.478-9I. This authoritative 
document is headed, *'S. D. N. Sizti Papte Decretalei 
littera quibus Sanctus Bonaventura, £«., inter eximlof 
egregiosque sanctos CathoUcss ecclesiie doctorcs anou- 
meratur." and contains the following passages : 

" It was through admiration of this grace which 
abounded in his (is. St. Bonaventnra's) lips and pen. 
that our predecessor. Pope Sixtus IV., hesitated not to 
use the expression, that ' the Holy Spirit seemed to have 
spoken in him.' . . We likewise ... in virtue of onr 
Apostolic authority, by these presents, decree and de- 
clare that the aforesaid Bonaventura, having been de- 
servedly enrolled and numbered by the said Sixtus IV, 
among the company of holy doctors, be estimated and 
honoured among the chief and principal of those who 
have excelled in the attainments of the theological pro- 
fession ; andfor this reason ... we will and decree that his 
booAi, commentaries, tracts — in fine, all his woikt, as thep 
are published in the most correct manner from our f^aticaaf 
press ... be in the same way, as the works of other 
doctors who are held in repute, cited, adduced, and 
brought forward when the occasion shall require, not 
only privately, but publicly, in seminaries, academiei, 
schools, colleges, in lessons, disputations, interpretations, 
addresses, discourses, and all other ecclesiastical studies 
and Christian exerdses. To no person, therefore, is i( 
allowed to infringe, or by rash adventure to contravene, 
this page of our constitution, enrolment, act, statute^ 
mandate, concession, relaxation, indulgence, admonition, 
and will. But if any shall presume to attempt this (op« 
position) let him know that he will incur the ditptea* 
sure of Almighty Gcd, ahd of the blessed Peter and- 
Paul, Ills apostlei." 

This authorized Taticaa edition,} ai^ we have before 
said, contains the " Psalter of the Buned Virgin" in 
full;§ and if Popes Sixtus V., Gregory X VI.. and Piua 

* W« should, perhaps, add hen, that the nameleaa editor of the 
Venetian edition of n61-nie, in bis preface, p. 121, also tries to dis> 
credit the Psalter on the ground that ii " attributes praises to the 
Virgin wblch are due lo God alone," but he yet prints the work in 
ftill, tom. U, p. Hi, with the following prehtory ststemeni, ex- 
praislv asnrting tliat boniven^ara compoaed it— "Sequens opnscnlnni 
cni tftulns est Fsilterlom B. Vlrginis antifictosti instir Oavidiet 
Psalteril— ^ancfMS Bonaxmntura composuit" That the editor of this 
Veneti'in edition is lield in light esteem by some emfnenc Bomao 
Cakbolic divioea of the present day, a^y be seen from the recent worlr 
of Bishop UUatbome on the Immaculate Conception, p. 'JH, in 
which, after citing the second sermon of St. Bonarentura, on ths 
Blessed Virgin, ]ies,ys— "in the Venice edition of 1755, a doutittrf 
Its genuineness is raised, but on no other ground than that It ssssrts 
tlie Immaculate Cooception. But no one acquainted with the lalnt^ 
peculiar style and method, can. 1 think, donbt of Its Iwing from the 
pen of the seraphic doctor." Yet, the R^v. J. Waterworth. a Roinan 
Catholic priest, in his CorrespoDdenee with the Rev. J. Venn awilfw 
(thongh npon what other ground than that of ttfvsest conTeaieaca, ws 
cannot see) that this VeaetUn edition la the only critical one : i rather 
has irdou^ assertion, considering the Immense pain-i taken by Carditis) 
Samsno and Fupe Sixtus V. to make the grs.<t Vatican edition a com- 
pete and coneet me, Wbere, however, authorities Uiie Dr. Cllttkwm 
and Mr. Watarwortb differ so widely as to the pnwer of uiscrioinaUni 
of the Venetian editor, of whose vtry name we are igoorant, we msj 
well assume that no great weight is to be attached to a me<e opinion 
baaed npcsi no kUtorical evidence whatever. 

t An attempt has been made to malte the world believe that tkis 
refers to a previoua Vatican edition, which maif not have contained the 
Psalter; but we can trace no mention whatever of any earlier edition 
printed at the Vatican ; and as it was Pope SixtnaV.hltnself who erected 
the fine prlutlng-ofilce near the Vatican, which goes by that naafb 
w« tblak no one will believe that in this epistle Sixtus referred to SIV 
other editloQ than Mt own, though the printing of it was not COCO- 
pleted for some years afterwarda Why Pope Slxius should havb 
tbonght fit to ratify, under sm anathema, a work wblla la tita frees, 
and not have walled till it was actually publiahed, we cannot prrlend 
ts explain with certainty ; but he cannot be supposed to have done SQ 
till his "imprimatur" was affixed to the copy or MSS. from which tbe 
corrected edition was in tlie course of being printed; and tlie re*, 
sonable inference is, that the Decretal Epistls wu simultaneoas with 
that " imprimatur." 

t Sixti V. jussa diligentisilme emendata. 

i The teailntony of the Vatican editors mdht, we tliink, to b«<» 
set tbe qaestion at rest; fur tbey aaanra oa, that tliey tbrM 
Into tbs Aj^ptadix all the works oiwiX tkt geauinentu <^ omk 
tluHt KOI ana doubt, and that Booavastura wrote many waAv 
not mentioned by Trithemius, wUcb they published iron U* 
Vatican press ; see prefaoa to tan. vi.— " Quia vero de &«ns«IW 
oftosealla ! controvertitar, Ssaaveatoiss ciut Beoae. ea, at •eHT^' 
rentar carta ab incertla, statlm post Hoartam partei* U «|fiiiii1l»ii» 
red^ttmns." That appwdix is ([v«n In tbe aevestb volame, vt* M(, 
and is thus beaded— ''Appendix ad Septimumtmsta openun S. Bsn*- 
veutuns eomplactens ea opnacnla de qolbos aa aiat 8. Bena^ 
conlrorersiuB est, <t nanjiBlla alia quomn aatt)leitar ladsa.' 
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IX., treated it ns genaine, who is Alban Butler that 
he ahonli] presume to dispute it, and that on no better 
•atboritj than a Talse reference to respectable writers, 
who never said anything like what he imputes to them? 
We shall probabl; take occasion to refer to " the Lady 
Psalter" again ; bat whatever it contains, one thing, at 
least, is plain, that we were perfectly justiSed in stating 
that the attempt to exonerate Bonaventara from its sn- 
thorship, or the Roman Catholic Church from its adop- 
tion, is a perfectly futile one. We attach, indeed, but 
little importance to the question, who was the author 
of it ; the latter question is the only really important 
one ; and, until the Church of Rome repudiates what 
the has so often sanctioned and allowed to be circulated 
under the respectable name of one of her canonized 
saints, we think the evidence we have given is conclusive, 
that she is responsible for the sentiments contained in it 



THE ABBE LABOBDE AT HOME. 

■Wb presented our readers, in a recent number, with an 
important letter from the Abbe Laborde, a distinguished 
Boman Catholic priest in Paris, addressed to the present 
Pope, in August, 1S54, some months prior to the dog- 
matic decree of 8th December last, protesting in very 
solemn and eloquent language, on behalf of himself and 
many other French priests and faithful persons of both 
sexes who agreed with him, against the danger and impolicy 
of adding -a new dogma to the faith once delivered to 
the saints ; proving most conclusively, at the same time, 
that the new doctrine is utterly unsupported by Holy 
Scripture, and contrary to the well-known sentiments of 
the Fathers from the earliest times. 

The Abbe followed up this timely remonstrance, in 
which there can be little doubt that he was supported by 
his metropolitan, the Archbishop of Paris (who was one of 
the dissenting bishops at Kome), by actually undertaking 
a personal visit to Borne, on a mission from his brethem 
in France who concurred in his sentiments, and has since 
published a deeply-interesting and graphic narrative of the 
treatment he experienced in that city, which, as we 
think our readers will consider it instructive in the 
highest degree, we shall give at length. The pam- 
plUet is entitled, " Narrative and Memoir of the Opponents 
of the Novel Dogma of the Immaculate Conception, by 
the Abbe Laborde, of Paris," and is published in French 
by i;. Dentu, Palais Royal, Galerie D'Orleans 13. » 



" I. I arrived in Rome on the 16th November, 1854. 
There were then but few bishops there; but they were 
arriving every day. By the letters they had received from 
those who were on the way, or who intended to set out, they 
eupected they should have about two hundred. They did 
not know then what they should do with them : whether 
they should have an assembly, or what they should pro- 
pose to them. 

" The BulF containing the definition was drawn np, 
completed, and ready to ^published on the 8th December. 
On the 20th of November they convened the bishops who 
*ere present to conferences, without regard to those who 
were on the way. They ought, however, to have waited, 
according to ecclesiastical regulations ; and they would 
undoubtedly have done so, if they had attached importance 
to these conferences. They gave to the bishops three car- 
dinals as presidents, of whom the first was the Cardinal 
Brimelli. It appeared that what caused these assemblies, 
were the complaints of some bishops, who would not take 
the trouble to come so far merely to hear a reading. They 
continued until the 26th— that is to say, they had in all, 
five, or, at most, six meetings. The particulars of what 
passed have remained secret ; but it is certain they declared 
to the bishops that the Pope reserved to himself alone the 
whole deSnition, direct or indirect, as well as the question 
of seasonableness, and that they permitted them to discuss 
only as to the form. 

" II. For my part, during the first days aftermy arrival, 
Providence led me into connection with persons, who by 
their position, rank, and station, knew all, and were able to 
give me, regarding matters that might be divulged, the 
most accredited documents. I learned also some very 
useful particulars during some favourable opportunities 
which I enjoyed. 

" III. As soon as I observed the assemblies had com- 
menced, I drew up, on the 22nd November, a petition re- 
questing to be heard. I finished it, and double signed it, 
and dispatched it directly by post (for I had no other means) 
to our holy Father the Pope, and to the cardinal president 
of the assemblies. The petition is as follows : — 

" • To oar holy Father the Pope, Pius IX., and the Bishops 
assembled. 

" ' PEirrio-f. 
** ' M. the Abbe Laborde (of Lectoar«y, in his own na>ne,and 

Putter 1> not in the Appendix. Then \t alao • life of St. BonaTen- 
tar« giren at the commencement of toU 1. of his worits, tu which 
there ia an express statement that St. Bonarentnra did vrite the 
Psalter of the Virgin. It Is as rullovs, Sect, ri., De Meditalionibiu 
eootemplationibas et orationibus— " Beatisatmam porro Dei genetricem. 
Kariam Virginem aibi patronam crsiestem deieeit; et exiniia pietate 
oolail ; ideoqae opnscnla confrcit. qaibus ad ejus land, s ipse et ae et 
Sitae s.xlutarilFr instmxit. Ubmm enim quod Mariale appdlatur, 
«t Spocalum beats Virginia PsaUiriumque ejusdem ScrtpsU.''* 

• We liave talten the translation friim tlie pamphlet of the Rev. 
Robert Magnire, entitled, "The Ablt Laborde In Rome; his Proteat 
•ad Peraecutioo."— PBhliahed bjr Seeley and Co., SI, Fleet street, WS». 



that of many priests and faithful CathoVics of Faria, requests 
to be admitted in order to unfold and prove the following? theta, 
in opposition to the proposed definition of » new dogma of 
Faith, of the Immaculate Conception of the holjr Virgin :-* 

" ' 1/' The Doctrine of the Church is that, which having been 
taagbt by Jeana Christ, or given by inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit to the apostles, has been preached by the same apostles, 
and has come from them to us in saocession. "^-CounciV c/ 
Trent. 

" ' 2. In the Church Catholic, the rule of faith is, that which 
is contained in the Scriptures, and transmitted, as of faith, by 
tradition, which, passing by the Fathers, returns again to the 
apostles. 

" ' 8. The Church does not create new dogmas of faith. 

" ' 4. It is a sin to decree new dogmas of faith in the Chorch ; 
it is a sin to receive them. 

" ' 5. The Church is infallible in her decisions on matters of 
faith ; but, whether she decides in a cooncii, or without a 
cooncil, there are certain essential rules, in the absence of 
which the decree has neither the force of lav, nor any effect 
upon the conscience. 

" ' 6. The doctrine of the Immacnlate Conception is in the 
Church but a novel opinion, which is not contained in the 
Scriptures, and has not come from the apostles by the course 
of tradition. 

'" 7. In all that has been hitherto done in order to arrive at 
the adoption of the Immaculate Conception as a dogma of faith, 
the ecclesiastical regulations liave not been observed. 

" ' 8. In the Bull which requested the advice of the bishops, 
taken each in detail, the question has been proposed in an 
equivocal form. 

•" 9 . A great number of the bishops answered without any 
examination of the matter, and it is not proved canonically 
that the question has been examined, as was necessary, by any 
of them. 

"'10. The bishops did not give tbeir sentence, as judges of 
the faith, but their mere opinion, as individuals. 

"'11. The mere opinion of the bishops has not been 
unanimous. 

" ' 12. Four or five, at least, answered in the negative: 

" ' 13. A certain number gave an uncertain and evasive an- 
swer; and the circamstances require that these should be 
counted as opposed to the decree. 

" ' 14. A certain nnmber of the bishops made answer to the 
Pope, that the clergy anti faithful of their diocet^s united with them 
to request of the holy Father a deSnition ; while, in fact, neither 
the clergy nor the faithful had been consnlted; while also 
there were in their dioceses some of the well-informed people, 
and of respectable priests, who did not admit the Immaculate 
Conception, even as an opinion, and that threats and violence 
were employed towards these latter, to prevent them from 
making known their minds. 

"' 15. There was also amoral pressure on the bishops them- 
selves, at least in France, by the intrigues and secret practices 
ot a strong party, assisted by a violent newspaper, against 
which they feared to compromise themselves, and were not free 
to speak. 

" ' 16. There is reason to believe that if the matter had been 
freely examined and discussed in a council, according to the 
practice of the Chureh, the reasons of those who were opposed 
to the definition would have been made known to the others, 
and that they would have acquiesced in their opinion, 

" ' 17. The College of Cardinals has not been consulted on the 
matter, and the decree had been made and prepared without^ 
their acquiescence. , . ,. ^ 

" ' 18. The undersigned priest, as much in bis own name, as 
in the name of the priests and faithful who sent him to Borne, 
requests of his Holiness, Pius IX , and the assembled bishops, 
to be admitted at a convenient time to develop the above 
articles, and to present the proofs. 

" ' 19. The same nndersigned priest declares, as much in his 
own name, as in the name of bis constituents, that, if it is re- 
fused him to be heard at a convenient time, he will believe, and 
they will believe it right to add this to the other reasons for the 
nullity of the future decree, that they were not permitted to be 
heard. 

" ' Completed, and double signed in Bome, in the Hotel Mi- 
nerva, the 22nd November, 18S4. 

" ' L'Abbe Laborde (of Leetoure), Priett */ 
the Dioce»e oj Auch, resident in Paris* 

" On the 30th of November, I was obliged, in case of ac- 
cident, and for a reason which will appear, to attach to this 
document the following form : — 

" ' A third copy of the present petition, and the rough 
draught of the same, were on last night, 29th November, seized 
at my house by the Lieutenant of Police of the Cardinal Vicar. 
I have been obliged to restore it from memory, as it appears 
in this document. I declare it to be as like as possible to the 
original. 

" ' Made, certified, and signed in Bome, in the Hotel Mi- 
nerva, the 30th November, 1854. 

"* L'Abbe Laborde {of Leetoure), opponent of the dogma of the 
Immaculate Conception^ in my own name and the name of 
thoie who tent me for this purpote,* 

"IV. In answer to this petition, I received a secret 
order to leave Rome as soon as possible. This order w.-is 
given to me on the 27th, in a very retired apartment in the 
Segreteria, Place St. Augustine, whither I had been drawn 
on the occasion of the request I had made, on the 24lh, to 
say Mass. It was M. Tcrnassi, a canon, secretary general 
of the cardinal vicar, who gave it to me on the part of our 
holy Father the Pope himself: that was very explicit. 

" v. I was not allowed to surrender myself on such an 
order ; so I did not surrender. 

"VI. In the morning of the 29th November, from half- 
past ten to eleven o'clock, the lientenant of the police of 
conscience arrived in my apartment, by order of the car- 
dinal vicar, with agents and witnesses, to effect a visitation 
of my residence, and to seize my two pamphlets — ' The I 
belie/' in the Immaculate Conception ctnmol become an I 



article of Faith,^ and the '■Letter to our Holy Father, the 
Pope, Piua IX.,' ^c. 

"I had presented some copies of these writiogt, adapted 
to instruct the mind, to the bishops in company with whom 
I fonnd myself in the ship during the voyage, or to their 
vicars-general. Certain of these prelates had accepted 
them ; others had asked for them in Rome even during the 
conferences. I had given them to some priests and lay* 
men. In fine, as it was reported at the conclusion of the 
bishop's conferences, that the following week would be 
devoted to the conferences of cardinals, I had addressed 
the remaining copies, by post, to the members of the Sacred 
College, who were esteemed as the most influential and the 
moat Teamed. I had retained one copy for myself, in case 
I should require it. It was then seized by the Commissary 
of the Police. 

" That officer tried much to ascertain from me how many 
copies I had brought to Rome, and the names of all those 
to whom I had addressed or distributed them. I told him 
the number of the pamphlets, as far as I was myself aware ; 
but I refused to name any of those who had them. I told 
him I did not wish to compromise any one. He replied 
that I would not expose them to any trouble ; that they 
only desired to seize the books. 

'' One may thtis perceive with what party sp'rit, with 
what preference, with what desire to check the truth they 
prepared themselves for the definition of the new dogma. 
While with such care they suppressed my writings, they 
posted and repeated every day in large characters, upon au 
the walls of Kome, the book of Father Passaglia. 

"VXI. Nevertheless, the Lieutenant of the Police of the 
Cardinal Vicar did not confine himself to seizing these two 
writings : his agents rifled my furniture, my portfolio, my 
clothes, the very bed. They took all that they could find 
of manuscript, and all the books and printed documents, 
whether of devotion, or of controversy, that they met with, 
excepting my Breviary. They did not fail to lay their 
hands upon the copy of the petition which I had made for 
mj'sclf, and which, by a just apprehension of the result, I 
had concealed as well as I could : which proves that they 
searched for it. They would not leave with me even the 
first composition covered with erasures. 

"VIII. An important occurrence is again connected 
with this seizure. On the evening of the 28th, on returning 
to the hotel, I had found a printed invitation to present 
myself anew on the 20th, at ten o'clock, at the Secretariat 
of the Cardinal Vicar. Thinking they intended to issue an 
injunction more definite and immediate to depart, I had 
drawn up a protest against this violence, and proposed 
leaving it in the hands of the secretary. My desire to copy 
this document delayed me to the hour appointed. I waa 
setting out, however, when the Lieutenant of Police entered. 

" As soon as the object of his visit was announced, before 
I allowed him to proceed, I begged him to bear two words 
with his company, I said that I did not offer any re- 
sistance to exterior power, and had no reason to disguise 
anything ; that I ha!d come to Rome to acquit my coti- 
science ; that I opposed the nc\|r dogma which they proptis^ 
to decree, ISccauso I was certain it would be a great disaster 
to the Church ; that this opposition was the sole cause of all 
these troubles ; that I had already been proffered advice to 
leave the city : that I was at this moment on the point of 
going to the Secretariat, where I thought they were about 
to renew this order ; that X had drawn np a protest intended 
for the secretary, and, by his interference, for the Cardinal 
Vicar and his Holiness: but that seeing this seizure, 
doubtless, superseded my appearance at the Secretariat, I 
protest here and lay my protest in the possession of the 
Lientenant of the Cardinal Vicar, requesting it might have 
the same effect as at the Secretariat, and that it might be 
given to the proper authority. I immediately presented it 
open to the Commissary, in the presence of his rightful 
witnesses ; he received it, and promised to deliver it, in his 
capacity of minister of the Cardinal Vicar. The protest is 
as follows : — 

" ' Protest of M. the Abbe Laborde(of Leetoure) committed 
in the presence of witnesses to the possession of the Lieutenant 
of Police of the Cardinal Vicar,* against the violence which has 
been done to M. Laborde, in the matter of his qppos'ition to the 
new dugma of the Immaculate Conception. 

" 'I, the nndersigned priest, commissioned to Bome by many 
priests and faithful Cathohcs of France, to watch the progress 
and the issue of the undertaking, as to the new dogma of &ith 
of the Immaculate Conception of the Holy Virgin, and to re- 
quest to be heard at a convenient time, as to the reasons which 
oppose the definition of this new faith, have seen, that instead 
of doing justice to the petition addressed by me to the rightful 
authorities, on the 22nd instant, for the aforesaid object, they 
hare resorted to violence in desiring me to depart from Rome. 

" ' 1. I protest against the irregularity of the notice given by 
M. Temassi, Canon, Secretary in the Segreteria del VicariatOf 
between fonr walls and without writing, to depart from Bome as 
soon as possible, by reason of my opposition to the definition of 
a new dogma of faith of the Immaculate Conception of the 
Holy Virgin. 

'* ' 2. I declare that this present document sba^l remain «a 
an authentic evidence that violence is one of the means em- 
ployed in order to arrive at the pretended definition, which can 
have no other effect than to shake the foundations of the faith, 
and to kindle the flame of division in the Church. 

" ' 3. I protest that I have a personal right as a Christian, $B 
a priest, and as a theologian, to see how matters proceed in 
this affair; because, that this is of the last importance to my 

• In the original it waa, in the posseaslon of M. Terausi, Canon 
aeeretaty In th; Stgrneria del Vicariato in Rome. 



